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Meeting Minutes: 3/1 – 3/31/2016 

Approved :    4/10/2016     

Summary of Motions: 

Date: Motion Vote  File # 

2/29/2016 to approve the February 2016 Monthly Meeting minutes. Passed 2015 2016-21 

3/6/16 That the BCA offer a discount on new membership applications received from 
use of a “coupon” to be included on the back of the new BCA Windshield Card. 
I propose a 20% discount on the E-Bugle and US Periodical Class Subscription 
for the first year of membership only.  I have attached a file, the Coupon 
Discount Proposal PDF, which is intended to be included in the Motion 

Passed 2015 2016-22 

3/27/16 To create a new BCA Standard Operating Procedure, which outlines and 
implement a Centennial Award Program (Program) in accordance with Exhibit 
 A below.    The purpose of this Program is to honor Buick vehicles that 
celebrate 100 years of existence, and which are owned by members in good 
standing of the Buick Club of America.   Exhibit A is intended to be a part of 
this motion. 

Passed 2015 2016-22 

Unresolved Business: 

6/15 : President asks Office to shop Insurance quotes in the 5 and 10 Mil coverage range before paying the next year’s 
policy.  Per Allentown Meet Coordinator, we need more insurance than we currently have.  We currently have general 
Commercial liability coverage of 1 Mil.  Office is requested to provide a copy of the policy to BOD members for review of 
extent of coverage. 

7/7: Office: Quote received from JC Taylor. Current policy costs $5700, and increase is approx $500 per million.  
Copy of the current policy sent to each board member for review.  Several other ins. companies have been 
contacted but no prices yet.   Suggested we use the agent who is working with Bulgari’s people for 2016, and 
continue to properly assess the other proposals. 
7/20: Pres.Clark:  Since policy renewal  is due early August,   directed Office to pay this year’s bill, and continue 

to acquire quotes from JC Taylor, and other providers, for BOD action.   

8/25: since current policy is paid, this project is temporarily halted while the search for a CPA takes precedence. 

10/15: Insurance applications completed and submitted to carriers for quotes. 

12/9: J.C Taylor submits proposal for increased insurance coverage.  

12/9: Status update on other quotes received from BCA Office.  Several insurers no longer write Club Insurance 

policies.  Other quotes not expected till beginning of 2016.  

1/28 : Quote received from Heacock Insurance:  5Mil policy would cost $16,700. See page 4 below for proposed 

coverage limits.   Still awaiting quotes from Haggerty Ins.  Office will call them with a reminder. 

3/10: Quote received from Haggerty  Insurance:  1Mil policy would cost approximately $10,000.  See 

coverages quoted on page 12 below.   The Office will try to compile a comparison Schedule to evaluate the 

policies. 

3/28: Comparison chart drafted by the Office and sent to the Board Members:   

6/26: President asks all BOD members to write up and submit their ideas and goals for the Club over the remainder of 
this year.  
 3/30: issue closed without further action. 

1/1/16: The Pittsburgh Porthole Chapter has decided to stop selling old copies of the Buick Bugle, their Chapter Project. 

The North Texas Chapter has indicated interest in assuming the project.  At issue is a considerable amount of old 

inventory to be moved, and Club approval of expenses to accomplish the same.  North Texas Chapter may have a plan to 

move them at little to no cost, after the Allentown Meet.  Board Questions are : Is this actually worth any expense, and 

who benefits from the project such that the BCA should underwrite this expense.   
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1/15: D Sweeney nudges the MNC and the BOD regarding the status of the 2018 Meet.  Without local chapters 
expressing an interest in working on a meet, time is running short on locating a venue in California.  Previous indications 
were for a west coast 2018 Meet, and it would be bad to disappoint western members.   
 1/28: received report showing several potential California sites for the meet. 

1/29: discussion regarding lack of response from chapters willing to run the meet/ meet location/and where to 
hold the meet to accomplish country wide coverage.  No decision made.  

1/28: Office advised BOD that they received a request from the BCA Merchandiser ( Dave Leash) , to promote club 

materials at a retail location in Florida.   Muscle City Cars has opened a large shelf space for Dave to fill with GM car club 

related items.  While this appears to hold no net effect for the BCA, it does provide an opportunity to advertise the BCA 

at no cost.  No decision has been made yet.  

New Business: 

2/29: Motion by D. Sweeney;  to approve the February 2016 Monthly Meeting Minutes: assigned  # 2015 2016-21 

 3/3: vote closed, Motion passed.  
 
3/2: The Office forwarded a communication dated 3/2/16, from the Pittsburgh Porthole Chapter Chairman, Richard 
Cirilli. The Chapter has voted to dissolve.  Reasons cited include a steady decline in memberships and participation.   
 

3/6: Motion by J. De Fiore: That the BCA offer a discount on new membership applications received from use of a 

“coupon” to be included on the back of the new BCA Windshield Card. I propose a 20% discount on the E-Bugle and US 

Periodical Class Subscription for the first year of membership only.  I have attached a file ( See page 5 below) , the 

Coupon Discount Proposal PDF , which is intended to be included in the Motion:  assigned Motion # 2015 2016-22  

3/16: vote closed, Motion passed. 
 

3/16: BOD Retires to Executive Session 2: 

3/23 Executive section 2 closed. 
 

3/23: BOD approves offering Roy and Michelle Faries a contract to provide Registration Management in accordance with 
the description in Exhibit A ( See attachment #1,  pages 7-11 below).  

3/27: Motion by J. De Fiore: To create a new BCA Standard Operating Procedure, which outlines and implement a 

Centennial Award Program (Program) in accordance with Exhibit  A ( see pages 14-16 below)  .    The purpose of this 

Program is to honor Buick vehicles that celebrate 100 years of existence, and which are owned by members in good 

standing of the Buick Club of America. Exhibit A is intended to be a part of this motion:  assigned Motion # 2015 2016-23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recording Secretary :  John C. De Fiore  2015/2016   
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BUICK CLUB OF AMERICA 

INTERNET MOTION RESULTS 

Date Published :  4/11/2016 File #:   2015/2016-21 

Motion to approve the Feb. 16 (2016) BOD meeting minutes 

By: D. Sweeney 1/29/2016 2nd: P. Syrdal 1/29/2016 

Discussion notes:   
 

VOTING YES NO Abstain ( ABS) / No 
Vote Cast (NVC) 

Date Voting  Opened 
2/29/2016 

Brian Clark Pres.    

Marck Barker X   Date voting Closed 
3/3/2016 Edward DePouli X   

Chuck Kerls X   Date Submitted for Approval 
4/2/2016 Alan Oldfield X   

Dick Sweeney X   Date Approved by BOD 
4/10/2016 Paul Syrdal X   

Rick Schick X    

John De Fiore X    

     

John Steed-C.Judge    Judging Issues Only 

Bill Stoneberg-CFO     Financial Issues Only 

Buick Club Office 

 

 

  

John C. De Fiore: Recording Secretary 
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BUICK CLUB OF AMERICA 

INTERNET MOTION RESULTS 

Date Published :   4/11/2016 File #:   2015/2016-22 

Motion That the BCA offer a discount on new membership applications received from use of a “coupon” to 
be included on the back of the new BCA Windshield Card. I propose a 20% discount on the E-Bugle 
and US Periodical Class Subscription for the first year of membership only.  
 I have attached a  file, the Coupon Discount Proposal PDF which is intended to be included in the 
Motion.  

By: J. De Fiore 3/6/2016 2nd: M. Barker 3/6/2016 

Discussion notes:  Questions arose over how far this discount should be offered.  The ideas ranged from just 

the E-Bugle rate, to all rates, but still just for first year new memberships.  Additional concerns arose over the 
ability of the Club to absorb the 20% discount.  But discussion about the actual cost to service “new” members in 
any year indicate that the loss, if any, would be minimal, and the importance of boosting membership is worth the 
risk.   

 

VOTING YES NO Abstain ( ABS) / No 
Vote Cast (NVC) 

Date Voting  Opened 
3/12/2016 

Brian Clark Pres.    

Marck Barker X   Date voting Closed 
3/16/2016 Edward DePouli X   

Chuck Kerls X   Date Submitted for Approval 
4/2/2016 Alan Oldfield X   

Dick Sweeney  X  Date Approved by BOD 
4/10/2016 Paul Syrdal  X  

Rick Schick  X   

John De Fiore X    

     
John Steed-C.Judge    Judging Issues Only 

Bill Stoneberg-CFO X    Financial Issues Only 

Buick Club Office 

ADDITIONAL NOTES: 

Attachment “A” is an integral part of the motion.  

Attachment “B” contains comments R.Schick  made with his vote, and asked that they be included with the minutes.  

 

 

  

John C. De Fiore: Recording Secretary 
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Attachment A 

Discount membership Motion: That the BCA offer a discount on new membership applications received from use of a 
“coupon” to be included on the back of the new BCA Windshield Card. I propose a 20% discount on the E-Bugle and US 
Periodical Class Subscription for the first year of membership only.  

History:  There is no history for this proposal 

Why it’s needed:   The BCA is a Social Organization whose existence is based on individual memberships.  Expenses to 
conduct the operations of the BCA are divided equally among the members of the club.  To keep the expenses per 
person in line with the current dues structure, it is beneficial to the club to recruit more members.   This limited 
introductory membership discount is intended to boost the membership level.  

What it would look like: 

1) The discount coupon would be incorporated onto the back of the Windshield card.  
2) It would contain language indicating the coupon must be presented to receive the discount.  
3) It would contain language that reproductions would not be accepted. 
4) It would be clear that this discount is only available for new membership applications 

What are the costs to the BCA: 

1) The 20% discount in the E-Bugle Rate amounts to a $7.00 reduction per applicant.  
2) The 20% discount in the USA  Periodical rate amounts to $10.00 reduction per applicant 
3) The discount is limited to the first year of membership in only these two classes.  For multi-year memberships 

no discount is intended or proposed for the additional years. 

Other facts to consider: 

1) These windshield cards are intended to be deployed at shows and events held by the Local Chapters and 
Divisions.  As such, the distribution is limited and in order to receive the coupon, the applicant has already 
supported the BCA by participating in a BCA event.  

2)  As an “introductory offer”  the applicant would become a member for the 1st year. That gives the Club a 
chance to boost membership in a time period where the Club operating expenses per member are already 
fixed,  resulting in an opportunity to service this new member at a lower per/member cost. 

3)  The applicant has received this coupon by participation.  Presumably the applicant will live in the area of the 
local event.  This gives the BCA and our Local Chapter a potential new member.  Active participants are very 
important to BCA. 

4) In today’s economy there are many introductory offers.  Most people understand that this is a way to invite 
new customers to try the product.  While some current members may feel that this is unfair in that they 
were charged a full share, the fact remains that increasing the base membership reduces the operating costs 
per member.   

Feedback from others:  This idea was not submitted to others.  However, the BCA Office was contacted to discuss 
processing this coupon and application.  The Office has indicated that for the limited number of applicants they would 
have no problem with receiving the coupon and contacting the applicant to complete the application process.  
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Attachment B: 

 

I vote no, for the following reasons. 

 

While the proposal is well-intended, I think it it will be difficult for the BCA Office to administer 

and track who is and isn't eligible for the discount.  The proposal doesn't define what 

constitutes a "new" membership.  Does it include anyone who is not a current dues-paying 

member of BCA, including former members who have dropped out? 

 

I also do not believe that a $7 or $10 discount is going to be the deciding factor in whether or 

not someone joins the Club.  If they're only joining because of the discount, will they stay, and 

will they expect another discount to stay? 

 

I think that selective membership discounts open up Pandora's box and raise new issues.  I can 

see continuing members, who didn't get a discount to join,wondering why they are not 

receiving a "loyalty" discount, or perhaps dropping out a year and then trying to receive the 

new member discount the following year. 

 

I also believe that if you can afford to own and maintain an antique/classic Buick, you can 

afford to pay the full membership price, including the $7/$10 one-time discount.  The Club 

needs the money and I would not want to see us come back later and raise dues on continuing 

members because we gave discounts to others. 

 

Please include my comments in the minutes.  Thanks. 

 

Rick 
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ATTACHMENT # 1 - 
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Haggerty  Insurance quote coverages 
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BUICK CLUB OF AMERICA 

INTERNET MOTION RESULTS 

Date Published :   4/11/2016 File #:   2015/2016-23 

Motion To create a new BCA Standard Operating Procedure, which outlines and implement a Centennial 
Award Program (Program) in accordance with Exhibit  A below.    The purpose of this Program is to 
honor Buick vehicles that celebrate 100 years of existence, and which are owned by members in 
good standing of the Buick Club of America.   Exhibit A is intended to be a part of this motion. 

By: J. De Fiore 3/27/2016 2nd: B. Stoneberg 3/27/2016 

Discussion notes:  Questions posed about the method for accounting for future funding, and who was going 

to administrate the program, and how the Part 2 will be handled.  These issues are all described in Exhibit A below. 
Also, concerns were expressed about  how the program may be received by those without eligible vehicles.    

 

VOTING YES NO Abstain ( ABS) / No 
Vote Cast (NVC) 

Date Voting  Opened 
3/30/2016 

Brian Clark Pres.    

Marck Barker X   Date voting Closed 
4/2/2016 Edward DePouli X   

Chuck Kerls X   Date Submitted for Approval 
4/2/2016 Alan Oldfield X   

Dick Sweeney   ABS Date Approved by BOD 
4/10/2016 Paul Syrdal  X  

Rick Schick   NVC  

John De Fiore X    

     

John Steed-C.Judge X   Judging Issues Only 

Bill Stoneberg-CFO X    Financial Issues Only 

Buick Club Office 

ADDITIONAL NOTES: 

 

 

  

John C. De Fiore: Recording Secretary 
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Exhibit A  for the Centennial Award Program. 

Centennial Award Program 

History:  There is no history for this proposal 

What the Centennial Award program would look like:   The Centennial Award Program (here-in after, the Program) has 
been compiled from suggestions and work of various individuals.  It consists of two parts, a certificate suitable for 
framing, and a medallion to be shown with the vehicle.  Pictures of each item are attached below.  There are different 
events that trigger issuance of each item, as follows: 

The Program Certificate (Part 1) was developed by members Bernie Daily of Brockport, NY and Cindy Livingston  
of Austin, Texas.  It is a full color certificate, 11 x 17 inches in size.  It would be printed and sent to each member who has 
a Buick that meets the requirement of attaining its 100th year anniversary of production.  These vehicles will not have to 
attend a show to receive this Certificate.  The Certificate will be mailed with a letter from the current BCA President. 
Besides common greetings, the letter will explain that the next National Meet the vehicle is brought to, and shown at, 
will result in issuance of the Program Medallion.  Certificates would be mailed at the convenience of the Office, however 
not later than March 31st of each calendar year.  

The Program Medallion (Part 2) was developed by Larry Schramm of Rochester Hills, Michigan.  The medallion is 
3 inches in diameter and is based on the 1912-23 Buick emblems.   The medallion is intended to be mounted on the 
vehicle, although mounting devices will be the responsibility of each individual member.  This medallion will be 
presented to the Buick owner when an eligible Buick is brought to any BCA National Meet.  It is intended that this 
medallion be presented one time only, and the award should remain with the vehicle if it is subsequently sold. The 
award would be presented by the current BCA president, on the day of the main show at a National Meet, and on the 
show field, or in any other manner at the discretion of the President. Vehicles receiving this honor will be listed and the 
list will be read at the awards banquet for that Meet.  

What defines an eligible vehicle:  For both parts of the Program, the eligible vehicle must belong to a member, in good 
standing, of the BCA. In addition: 
 For Part 1  the vehicle must attain 100 years of age, at any point in that calendar year.   

For Part 2  the vehicle must be 100 years of age or older, as of its year of manufacture, and be presented at a 
National Meet in compliance with the rules of the meet,  and the vehicle must appear to be substantially composed of, 
or maintained in, it’s original manufactured form.  

Initial Club investment:  A count of eligible vehicles from our member database shows 300 cars for Part 1,  through the 
year 2025.  Part 2 is impossible to estimate as national meets are not static. However it stands to reason that supply 
needs for Part2 will be less than Part1.  

Total initial estimated Program costs are: 
  * 500 Certificates           -   $300 
  *200 Medallions            - $1,500 
  *Certificate mailing        -   $200 
      Total:                              $2,000.  
 

Ongoing Costs to the BCA:  To facilitate purchase of supplies and continuance of the program beyond 2025, the date for 
the initial investment outlined above,it is proposed that the BCA initiate a separate  account specifically for purposes of 
funding this program, and that the BCA makes an annual deposit of $400.00 per year to said account.  This deposit is to 
be made by the last day, of the first month of the Club’s fiscal year, unless doing so is determined to be detrimental to 
the club, and that reason is approved by Motion of the Board of Directors.   The initial deposit is to be made in the first 
fiscal year following the approval of this Motion. 
 
Catch-up Provision:  all vehicles which have met the eligibility requirements prior to the date of this motion, would 

receive Part 1 certificates and Part 2 medallions.    
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